Wednesday, 16th June 2021

To all,

Please find here a summary of aspects of an international scientific meeting that you may wish to
plan for. Please keep in mind the costs of registration quoted at this stage are purely indicative and
may be viewed as maximum rates. Sponsors will now be sought.
FURTHER INFORMATION: The Forming and Exploring Habitable Worlds Meeting running over
the course of the week commencing

November 7th 2022 focuses on two broad themes:

• The origins of habitable bodies in and beyond our home Solar System, and;
• The motivation for and current status of priorities for space exploration and its governance.
This four to five day event is intended to accommodate roughly 120 in-person delegates of all career
stages based in a range of relevant employment sectors. This welcoming atmosphere of this modestsized event will foster friendly scientific exchange and shall help to promote networking beneficial to
early, mid, and senior career scientists, space lawyers, and space technology / mission innovators. To
help broaden engagement efforts will be made to deliver a live hybrid format supporting the
inclusion of additional virtual participants. The public talk is
intended to be recorded and available online after the event.
At the conclusion of the main event, an optional retreat
limited to approximately 35 people is offered. This retreat
includes a short-course on sustaining funding and a half-day
outing and a further half-day for researchers to explore
potential career pathways through informal discussions and
presentations with diverse leaders in the planetary sciences.

Completion of all abstract submissions and the deadline
early-bird registration for the meeting is April 15th 2022.
VENUES: Edinburgh is Scotland’s capital city and is serviced by rail, canal, the national cycle
network, road, international airport, and taxis. Low carbon travel and carbon offsetting are
encouraged. The main meeting is to be hosted in the Pentland section of Edinburgh’s John McIntyre
Conference Centre where a quiet breakout / board room will be available in addition to the main
seminar room. A weeknight banquet at the mid-point of the event is envisioned to be held in the
nearby South Hall. Details of an opening and informal optional icebreaker dinner shall follow.
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Reservations have been made enabling most delegates to be accommodated in Salisbury Green and
connected Masson House should this be your preference. This University-run hotel is located in the
city centre in close proximity to all of the event venues as well as a range of local points of interest
including but not limited to Edinburgh Castle, the Royal Mile, Holyrood Palace and Park, Dynamic
Earth, The Scottish National Galleries, Edinburgh Dungeons, a range of museums inclusive of the
National Museum of Scotland, and the exquisite Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh.

The proposed and optional two to three night retreat at the conclusion of the meeting is presently
envisaged to be held at the charitable trust of Gartmore House, which is sited in the beautiful and
peaceful countryside of Stirlingshire with its dark skies. Those that may wish to attend this shall
travel together by train from Edinburgh Waverly. Return local shuttle bus from Stirling Station will be
provided by the Gartmore Team who will also arrange a half-day outing to a local point of interest.

Retreat’s Featured Speaker

Kathy Laurini, Osare Space Consulting
This event is hosted by the University of Edinburgh’s large and well-equipped School of Geosciences,
and potential delegates should be aware that this institution is also home to a range of specialist
cooperative clusters such as SPRINT, the UK Centre for Astrobiology, the Centre for Exoplanetary
Science, the Bayes Centre, and the Royal Observatory with associated Higgs Centre for Innovation.
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A full meeting website will be available in future, meantime
an online summary has been provided where a commitment
of a Special Issue of Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta and a
volume among Arizona University Press’ Space Science
Series form part of this project.
These forums for publication are anticipated to accommodate
exciting new findings arising from work presented at this
specialist meeting. Guest Editorial teams will be assembled
too, offering further opportunities. As you will see, no meeting-supported alcohol will be provided at
this event and the icebreaker at the very start may take the form of dinner at a "curry house" or
similar. This meeting in Edinburgh complements and builds on the fully virtual Habitats Beyond
workshop hosted by St Andrews in October 2021, and the now 2022 Annual Meeting of the
Meteoritical Society in Glasgow. This series of meetings - along with the recent and well-received
virtual event led by students of the Edinburgh Women in Space group, and the Scottish Space
Leadership Council’s Sustainable Space Challenges meeting - accelerates excitement for- and
strategic growth of space and planetary science across Scotland.
FORECAST RATES: To aid potential delegates in their financial planning the anticipated
maximum early-bird registration costs for the four to five day meeting are:
•
•
•
•

In-person professional
In-person student
Remote virtual access professional
Remote virtual access student

£465
£300
£75
£25

The forecast registration fee includes refreshments, lunches on all full days, and a mid-event banquet.
As noted below, success in sponsorship applications may significantly reduce the forecast
registration fees and provide for supportive bursary funds.
The cost to delegates of bed and breakfast accommodation shall be in the range of £60 (based on
two people sharing a twin room or family room) to £125 per night (single occupancy).
The maximum cost for participation in the two to three night short-course and retreat to Gartmore
House is expected to be £500 per person (all inclusive). The number of places for this retreat is
limited to ~35 people in total.
SPONSORSHIP: Every effort possible shall be made to ensure that this meeting is accessible and
welcoming to all people. Applications for meeting sponsorship by professional societies and private
sector partners are in progress at this time.
Any success in applications with professional societies will provide travel bursary and meeting access
funds to help relieve financial burdens for student researchers, refugee scientists, and people of low
and lower middle income countries (scroll down for list of eligible nations). In addition, the possibility
of providing a degree of monetary support to people of other presently underrepresented groups in
STEM is being pursued. Any information and / or support feasible for child care during the meeting
itself may benefit from these efforts in sponsorship support; guidance in this respect shall be
communicated in due course.
Sponsorship by private sector bodies would offset aspects of the event costs and thereby reduce the
very preliminary registration fees and all-inclusive cost of the optional retreat to Gartmore House
quoted above.
Administration of the event will be handled by Edinburgh First, the institutions dedicated
conference service team. This administrative team shall also be the point of contact for all dietary,
mobility, health, and other specialist requirements, queries, and requests.
Please adhere to any COVID-relevant travel rules in 2022. Plan ahead and allow ample time in
contacting the Chair should a letter of proof of attendance be required for your travel visa.
We hope that everyone stays safe and well. Many thanks for your time and attention.
Amy Riches (@PlanetaryAmy), Meeting Chair on behalf of the local organising and scientific steering
committees.
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